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Academic Positions: 

Associate Professor (2015-present), Assistant Professor (2009-2015), Department of Political 

Science, University of Michigan. 

Faculty Associate, Center for Political Studies, University of Michigan, 2009 – Present. 

W. Glenn Campbell and Rita Ricardo-Campbell National Fellow, Hoover Institution, Stanford 

University, 2013. 

Principal Investigator and Senior Research Fellow, Center for Governance and Public Policy 

Research, Willamette University, 2013 – Present. 

 

Education: 

Ph.D., Political Science, Stanford University (June 2009) 

M.S., Statistics, Stanford University (January 2007) 

B.A., Ethics, Politics, and Economics, Yale University (May 2004) 

 

 

Publications: 

 

Chen, Jowei and Neil Malhotra. 2007. “The Law of k/n: The Effect of Chamber Size on 

Government Spending in Bicameral Legislatures.” 

American Political Science Review. 101(4): 657-676.  

 

Chen, Jowei, 2010. “The Effect of Electoral Geography on Pork Barreling in Bicameral 

Legislatures.”  

American Journal of Political Science. 54(2): 301-322. 

 

Chen, Jowei, 2013. “Voter Partisanship and the Effect of Distributive Spending on Political 

Participation.” 

 American Journal of Political Science. 57(1): 200-217. 

 

Chen, Jowei and Jonathan Rodden, 2013. “Unintentional Gerrymandering: Political Geography 

and Electoral Bias in Legislatures” 

 Quarterly Journal of Political Science, 8(3): 239-269. 

 

http://www.umich.edu/~jowei
http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/LawOfKN.pdf
http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/Chen.CreditSharing.pdf
http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/fema/chen.pdf
http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/florida.pdf


Bradley, Katharine and Jowei Chen, 2014. “Participation Without Representation? Senior 

Opinion, Legislative Behavior, and Federal Health Reform.” 

 Journal of Health Politics, Policy and Law. 39(2), 263-293. 

 

Chen, Jowei and Tim Johnson, 2015. “Federal Employee Unionization and Presidential Control 

of the Bureaucracy: Estimating and Explaining Ideological Change in Executive Agencies.” 

 Journal of Theoretical Politics, Volume 27, No. 1: 151-174. 

 

Bonica, Adam, Jowei Chen, and Tim Johnson, 2015. “Senate Gate-Keeping, Presidential 

Staffing of ‘Inferior Offices’ and the Ideological Composition of Appointments to the Public 

Bureaucracy.” 

 Quarterly Journal of Political Science. Volume 10, No. 1: 5-40. 

 

Chen, Jowei and Jonathan Rodden, 2015. “Redistricting Simulations and the Detection Cutting 

through the Thicket: of Partisan Gerrymanders.” 

 Election Law Journal. Volume 14, Number 4: 331-345. 

 

Chen, Jowei and David Cottrell, 2016. “Evaluating Partisan Gains from Congressional 

Gerrymandering: Using Computer Simulations to Estimate the Effect of Gerrymandering in the 

U.S. House.” 

 Electoral Studies. Volume 44 (December 2016): 329-340. 

 

Chen, Jowei, 2017. “Analysis of Computer-Simulated Districting Maps for the Wisconsin State 

Assembly.” 

 Election Law Journal. Volume 16, Number 4 (December 2017): 417-442. 

 

 

Non-Peer-Reviewed Publication: 

 

Chen, Jowei and Tim Johnson. 2017. “Political Ideology in the Bureaucracy.”  

 Global Encyclopedia of Public Administration, Public Policy, and Governance. 

 

Chen, Jowei. October 4, 2017. Time Magazine Op-Ed. 

 http://time.com/4965673/wisconsin-supreme-court-gerrymandering-research/ 

 

Chen, Jowei and Jonathan Rodden. January 2014. New York Times Op-Ed. 

 https://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/26/opinion/sunday/its-the-geography-stupid.html 

 

Research Grants: 

 

Principal Investigator. National Science Foundation Grant SES-1459459, September 2015 – 

August 2018 ($165,008). “The Political Control of U.S. Federal Agencies and Bureaucratic 

Political Behavior.” 

 

“Economic Disparity and Federal Investments in Detroit,” (with Brian Min) 2011. Graham 

Institute, University of Michigan ($30,000). 

http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/Bradley_Chen.pdf
http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/Chen_Johnson_Unionization.pdf
http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/BureaucraticIdeology.pdf
http://online.liebertpub.com/doi/abs/10.1089/elj.2015.0317
http://www.sciencedirect.com/science/article/pii/S0261379416303201
http://www.umich.edu/~jowei/Wisconsin_Act_43_Analysis.pdf
http://www.springer.com/us/book/9783319209272
http://time.com/4965673/wisconsin-supreme-court-gerrymandering-research/
https://www.nytimes.com/2014/01/26/opinion/sunday/its-the-geography-stupid.html
http://www.nsf.gov/awardsearch/showAward?AWD_ID=1459459&HistoricalAwards=false


 

“The Partisan Effect of OSHA Enforcement on Workplace Injuries,” (with Connor Raso) 2009. 

John M. Olin Law and Economics Research Grant ($4,410). 

 

Invited Talks: 

 

September, 2011. University of Virginia, American Politics Workshop. 

October 2011. Massachusetts Institute of Technology, American Politics Conference. 

January 2012. University of Chicago, Political Economy/American Politics Seminar. 

February 2012. Harvard University, Positive Political Economy Seminar. 

September 2012. Emory University, Political Institutions and Methodology Colloquium. 

November 2012. University of Wisconsin, Madison, American Politics Workshop. 

September 2013. Stanford University, Graduate School of Business, Political Economy 

Workshop. 

February 2014. Princeton University, Center for the Study of Democratic Politics Workshop. 

November 2014. Yale University, American Politics and Public Policy Workshop. 

December 2014. American Constitution Society for Law & Policy Conference: Building the 

Evidence to Win Voting Rights Cases. 

February 2015. University of Rochester, American Politics Working Group. 

March 2015. Harvard University, Voting Rights Act Workshop. 

May 2015. Harvard University, Conference on Political Geography. 

Octoer 2015. George Washington University School of Law, Conference on Redistricting 

Reform. 

September 2016. Harvard University Center for Governmental and International Studies, Voting 

Rights Institute Conference. 

March 2017. Duke University, Sanford School of Public Policy, Redistricting Reform 

Conference. 

October 2017. Willamette University, Center for Governance and Public Policy Research 

October 2017, University of Wisconsin, Madison. Geometry of Redistricting Conference. 

April 2018. Willamette University. 

November 2018. Yale University, Redistricting Workshop. 

November 2018. University of Washington, Severyns Ravenholt Seminar in Comparative 

Politics. 

January 2019. Duke University, Reason, Reform & Redistricting Conference. 

 

 

Conference Service: 

 

Section Chair, 2017 APSA (Chicago, IL), Political Methodology Section 

Discussant, 2014 Political Methodology Conference (University of Georgia) 

Section Chair, 2012 MPSA (Chicago, IL), Political Geography Section. 

Discussant, 2011 MPSA (Chicago, IL) “Presidential-Congressional Interaction.” 

Discussant, 2008 APSA (Boston, MA) “Congressional Appropriations.”  

Chair and Discussant, 2008 MPSA (Chicago, IL) “Distributive Politics: Parties and Pork.”  

 

 



Conference Presentations and Working Papers: 

 

“Ideological Representation of Geographic Constituencies in the U.S. Bureaucracy,” (with Tim 

Johnson). 2017 APSA. 

 

“Incentives for Political versus Technical Expertise in the Public Bureaucracy,” (with Tim 

Johnson). 2016 APSA. 

 

“Black Electoral Geography and Congressional Districting: The Effect of Racial Redistricting on 

Partisan Gerrymandering”. 2016 Annual Meeting of the Society for Political Methodology (Rice 

University) 

 

“Racial Gerrymandering and Electoral Geography.” Working Paper, 2016. 

 

“Does Deserved Spending Win More Votes? Evidence from Individual-Level Disaster 

Assistance,” (with Andrew Healy). 2014 APSA. 

 

“The Geographic Link Between Votes and Seats: How the Geographic Distribution of Partisans 

Determines the Electoral Responsiveness and Bias of Legislative Elections,” (with David 

Cottrell). 2014 APSA. 

 

“Gerrymandering for Money: Drawing districts with respect to donors rather than voters.” 2014 

MPSA. 

 

“Constituent Age and Legislator Responsiveness: The Effect of Constituent Opinion on the Vote 

for Federal Health Reform.” (with Katharine Bradley) 2012 MPSA. 

 

“Voter Partisanship and the Mobilizing Effect of Presidential Advertising.” (with Kyle Dropp) 

2012 MPSA. 

 

“Recency Bias in Retrospective Voting: The Effect of Distributive Benefits on Voting 

Behavior.” (with Andrew Feher) 2012 MPSA. 

 

“Estimating the Political Ideologies of Appointed Public Bureaucrats,” (with Adam Bonica and 

Tim Johnson) 2012 Annual Meeting of the Society for Political Methodology (University of 

North Carolina) 

 

“Tobler’s Law, Urbanization, and Electoral Bias in Florida.” (with Jonathan Rodden) 2010 

Annual Meeting of the Society for Political Methodology (University of Iowa) 

 

“Unionization and Presidential Control of the Bureaucracy” (with Tim Johnson) 2011 MPSA. 

 

“Estimating Bureaucratic Ideal Points with Federal Campaign Contributions” 2010 APSA. 

(Washington, DC). 

 



 “The Effect of Electoral Geography on Pork Spending in Bicameral Legislatures,” Vanderbilt 

University Conference on Bicameralism, 2009. 

 

“When Do Government Benefits Influence Voters’ Behavior? The Effect of FEMA Disaster 

Awards on US Presidential Votes,” 2009 APSA (Toronto, Canada). 

 

“Are Poor Voters Easier to Buy Off?” 2009 APSA (Toronto, Canada). 

 

“Credit Sharing Among Legislators: Electoral Geography’s Effect on Pork Barreling in 

Legislatures,” 2008 APSA (Boston, MA). 

 

“Buying Votes with Public Funds in the US Presidential Election,” Poster Presentation at the 

2008 Annual Meeting of the Society for Political Methodology (University of Michigan). 

 

“The Effect of Electoral Geography on Pork Spending in Bicameral Legislatures,” 2008 MPSA. 

 

 “Legislative Free-Riding and Spending on Pure Public Goods,” 2007 MPSA (Chicago, IL). 

 

“Free Riding in Multi-Member Legislatures,” (with Neil Malhotra) 2007 MPSA (Chicago, IL). 

 

“The Effect of Legislature Size, Bicameralism, and Geography on Government Spending: 

Evidence from the American States,” (with Neil Malhotra) 2006 APSA (Philadelphia, PA). 

 

 

Reviewer Service:   

 

American Journal of Political Science 

American Political Science Review 

Journal of Politics 

Quarterly Journal of Political Science 

American Politics Research 

Legislative Studies Quarterly 

State Politics and Policy Quarterly 

Journal of Public Policy 

Journal of Empirical Legal Studies 

Political Behavior 

Political Research Quarterly 

Political Analysis 

Public Choice 

Applied Geography 

 

 

 


